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Calendar of Events 

¶ November 24-25ðThanksgiving Holiday  

 Office closed 

¶ December 26-27ðChristmas Holiday 

 Office Closed 

¶ December 6ðBoard Meeting 

    District Office 

¶ January 1, 2017ðNew Yearôs Day Holiday 

 Office Closed 

16.13ò 

14.01ò 

14.86ò 

11.43ò 

13.63ò 

18.95ò 

17.47ò 

16.12ò 

12.45ò 

13.69ò 16.66ò 

15.83ò 

2016 IRRIGATION  

DATA COMPLETE 
 

T 
he estimated irrigation usage within the District for 2016 is now com-

plete.  The estimated total is calculated by monitoring irrigated fields 

that are equipped with meters.  These fields include the major irrigated 

crops that are grown within the District. There were 40 producers reporting wa-

ter usage from 68 irrigation systems during the 2016 season.  At the end of each 

month, the District mails each cooperator a report, which shows the aggregate 

water usage to date. 

 Table 1 includes some of the crops that were monitored during the 2016 

irrigation season, and the total 

seasonal application for each.  

Also, we have included the 

2015 data for comparison.  

2016 was the fifteenth year of 

data from this program.  Since 

2002, the average irrigation 

application for cotton is about 

11 inches, and for peanut ap-

proximately 18 inches. 

 

Crop 

2016 Irr. 

(in.) 

2015 Irr. 

(in.) 

Cotton 8.39 5.38 

Peanut 10.16 8.90 

Wheat 3.33 2.61 

Grapes 4.92 4.51 

Table 1    Source: SPUWCD 

T 
he map below shows rainfall from the Districtôs 36 rain gauges through October 

31st.   The average of all the rain gauges, through that date, is 14.20ò.  Growing 

season rainfall (April-September) averaged 13.23ò. 

 This table shows the comparison of average rainfall for previous years.  The average 

annual rainfall for the District is 17.77ò. Monthly rainfall totals are available for view-

ing on the District website: www.spuwcd.org. 

 

2016 RAINFALL  

 Average Annual RainfallðDistrict Rain Gauges  

2015 22.98ò 2012 9.32ò 

2014 17.39ò 2011 2.84ò 

2013 9.88ò   
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Groundwater Conservation Districts 

are the Stateôs preferred method of 

groundwater management... 
SB 1ð1997 

Texas Water Code §36.0015  

Essay Scholarship 

Contest 

I 
n its continuing effort to encourage water conservation education, the 

South Plains Underground Water Conservation District has estab-

lished a scholarship program.  The 2015/2016 school year was the 

second time that scholarships were awarded. 

 Graduating seniors within the District are eligible to apply for the 

scholarships.  Applicants must write a 500 word essay on the topic cho-

sen by the District.  A $1,000 and a $500 scholarship are available to 

each high school. 

 The 2016/2017 essay topic is: 

With recent years of severe drought, several cities in Texas have suc-

cessfully adopted Direct Potable Reuse (DPR) as a sustainable source 

of "new" water. Would DPR be a viable water source option for 

your city?  How would you feel about the use of this alternate water 

supply?  

 For additional information regarding the scholarships, see your coun-

selor or contact the District office. 

Assessing Groundwater Over Time in  

Gaines, Terry and Yoakum Counties, Texas 

T 
his report is part of a multi-phase study that is 

being done in cooperation with Llano Estacado 

UWCD, Sandy Land UWCD and South Plains 

UWCD. 

 Declining groundwater levels have raised concerns 

about the amount of water available in the study area and 

the potential for water-quality changes.   Initial water 

quality results in Terry County show that only trace 

amounts of agricultural chemicals have made their way 

into the groundwater.  
 USGS researchers are currently collecting additional 

data to further evaluate water quality and quantity, hydro-

geologic structure and aquifer properties. A more detailed analysis and report will likely 

be completed in 2019.    

 Copies of the report are available at the District office. 



Update  

Education...continued on Page 3 

2017 Calendars  

Are Ready! 
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Education  

T 
he South Plains UWCD is committed to educating our constituents 

about water availability, water quality and water conservation.  The 

District endeavors to take every opportunity to talk about these sub-

jects.  These are some of the events we have taken part in this year. 
 

Elementary 

Kids, Kows & More 

Birds, Bugs and Buffalo 

Calendar Art Contest 

Boys and Girls Club 

Colonial Heights Western Day 

Kendrick Memorial Library 

Wellman-Union 4H 

Elementary/Pre-Kðtour of Districtôs xeriscape garden 

 

 Learning should always be fun and fun programs there were!  The students 

participated in Water Olympics and made Rain Sticks.  They learned about con-

servation on their Water Walk and planted seeds in their ñAqua Copò cups.  

Students received ñAqua Copò badges and pledged to ñProtect and Conserveò.  

Fourth and fifth graders tried their hand at submitting water conservation art 

work for calendars and a chance to win cash prizes for their efforts.  At the Co-

lonial Heights Western Day, students stopped at the Water Hole and learned 

about where we get our water and how we find it.  Backpacks and pencils were 

given to the fifth graders at Birds, Bugs and Buffalo. 

 

High School 

Scholarship Essay 

Ag Career Expo 

 

 This year marked the second Scholarship Essay contest for High School 

Seniors.  A $1,000 and a $500 scholarship were awarded at each High School. 

 In May the Ag Career Expo was held at various venues around the county.  

Sophomores learned about the many opportunities for careers in agriculture. 

 

Adult  

Rainwater Harvesting Workshop 

Arnold Community Educational Services 

Retired Teachers Association 

 

 The District strives to stress the importance and benefits of harvesting rain-

water as a conservation method at the annual Rainwater Harvesting Workshop. 

 Adults at the Arnold Community Educational Services (ACES) also learned 

about water and water conservation. 

 The Retired Teachers Association was given a presentation about our water 

resources. 

  

Education...continued from  Page 2 

C 
ome and get your 2017 

SPUWCD water conservation 

calendar! Fourth and fifth 

graders from Brownfield, Meadow and 

Wellman-Union participated in the 

water conservation calendar contest last spring. Calendars will be available 

upon request in December and are free of charge. 

2016 Water Quality Results 

D 
uring the summer, water samples were taken from 83 irrigation 

wells within the district.  Most of these wells have been sampled in 

previous years, so the District has a good history of water quality 

results.   

 Producers are most con-

cerned about the effects of salinity 

on their crops.  This table  (AgriLife 

Extension) gives critical values for 

our major crops. 

Critical Values for Salts for Major Crops 

Sorghum Peanuts Cotton Corn 

1700 2100 5100 1100 


